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Welcome to Parish Hall Corner, our regular updates on the Parish Hall project. If you were 
unable to attend a listening session in December, please read the summary below.  
 

Listening Session Summary 
 
The parish has been looking forward to a dedicated and larger space separate from the 
existing social area. It’s important that the parish continue to maintain and upkeep the 
existing facilities, for example: grounds and snow removal; church and rectory roof 
(replacement); church and rectory furnace & A/C (maintenance); parking and sidewalks 
(resurface and/or replace); light bulbs, cleaning supplies, dumpsters; repair of settlement 
cracks; etc. 
 
In November 2017, the parish received three construction bids ranging in price from $1.2 to 
$1.5 million. It is the requirement of the Archdiocese that a parish must have 75% of the total 
program costs in order to proceed with the project. The total program costs include the 
construction contract, architect & engineering fees, permits, and inspectors. In addition the 
parish must also have a 10% contingency fund.  
 
Construction of the Parish Hall will bring changes to our normal routine at Saint Nicholas 
Parish. For example: the Marian Chapel will be temporarily unavailable to protect the Marian 
statue and the interior; the social area, cry room, three classrooms, and prayer corner will be 
closed indefinitely as a result of construction. During construction, however, let us be reminded 
that new Parish Hall will open a world of possibilities: a large space designed for social and 
community outreach functions. 
 
In these next few months as we proceed with the project, the parish must also consider and 
prioritize our needs and, consequently, available funds for future additions, namely:  
 

- ADA compliant bathroom 
- church roof replacement 
- a kitchen that will meet and be compliant with the health department 
- movable partitions for classrooms/meeting space 

 
With the new Parish Hall, we will have a larger space for many of our parish traditions and 
activities, like our annual fall Bazaar, the Saint Nicholas Dinner, and Winter Shelter. These 
activities may occur without interrupting any liturgical functions in the Church. Former traditions 
like Lenten Soup Suppers and International Dinners may be reintroduced and new traditions 
can be started.  
 
 
 



Potential Parish Hall Configurations 
 

												 	
	

February 2018 Update 
 
After reviewing the initial contractor bids, we requested some cost saving changes to be made 
to the Parish Hall design plans. With the revised cost estimates, Father Mel is preparing the 
extensive and detailed Project Package that will be presented to the Archdiocese of 
Washington College of Consultors requesting permission to proceed with construction.  
 
Because of the extended amount of time required to acquire Prince Georges County permits, 
Father Mel has requested and received permission from the Moderator of the Curia’s 
Office to file for permit ahead of the formal Archdiocese College of Consultors permission. 
Once we receive formal permission and Prince Georges County permits, construction can 
begin. The construction period is expected to last eight months.  
 

The Next Step … 
 
While we anxiously await the groundbreaking there is a lot to be done!  

 
First, please pray for the success of the Parish Hall project. 
  
Second, we are urging all parish families to recommit (or commit) to the Capital 

Campaign. Your commitment and support will allow the project to proceed smoothly and pave 
the way for future efforts such as the Health Department code compliant kitchen. 

 
Third, it’s time to begin “The Big Clean” in preparation for construction. The new hall 

will bring additional social and meeting space but will reduce storage space in the church. 
Thus now is the time for all ministries to begin sorting through what has been stored in the 
church, evaluate what is actually needed, and to downsize. To make this as easy as possible, 
a large box is in the Prayer Corner near the Marian Chapel to collect the items to go.  
 

As always, thank you for your continued prayerful and financial support  
of Saint Nicholas Parish – your spiritual home! 


